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Outstanding
discs span the
centuries
From Byrd via
Haydn to Crawford

More plums than turkeys
A Christmas collection
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OUTSTANDING



Chamber

Notable Women New
Auerbach Trio for violin, cello and piano.
Garrop Seven for piano trio. Higdon
Piano Trio. Schwendinger C'é la Luna
Questa Sera?. Thomas Moon Jig. Tower
Trio Cavany.

Lincoln Trio (Desirée Ruhstrat, violin; David
Cunliffe, cello; Marta Aznavoaorian, piano),
Cedille CDR90000 126 (full price, 1 hour 7 minutes)
Website www.cedillerecords.org 3 Producer/

Engineer ludith Sherman. Engineer Bill Maylone
Dates November 1st-5th, 2010, April 15th, 2011,

Lincoln Trio

As its title suggests, this is a collection of
works for |‘Ji.1|1u trio l)_\' American women.
One wonders if this kind of ‘ghetto’
programming does any good. (Recall the
controversy that re \u]iul a l]U.:].lIl or s0 ago
when several labels released * gay ' classical
compilations.) On the other haml who would
criticize a collection of music I)_\ French

COMPOSErs from the 1800s, or 1!_\' composers
who owned cats?

Lera Auerbach (born in 1973) is a pianist-
rumpust'l' \\'hu llt‘l'ﬂ'll‘ll ﬁ'nm Russia in
1991, Shortly thereafter, she ]n’gan the Trio
!ll'l.’N\‘Hll'l! here but did not L'umph-lt' it until
1996. According to her website, her work
is ‘characterized by its stylistic Iltulum and
juxtaposition of tonal and atonal musical
I.mguagv'_ Indeed, the work beg gins in an
almost neo-classical vein (with a Russian
accent), but sul ponticello strings soon suggest
Schnittke, and his influence is strong.
Auerbach, l}lnllgil. is more concise, and this
brief trio (11'35" here) is |1|'.1isv\\'(:rt|1_\ lor its
emotional directness and economy of means.

Cedille has devoted several discs, nhul]_\'
or in part, to 5[.1('}' [;drru}: (b.1969). Her
1ln'idv{ﬂl\' un-derivative Seven was impirv(] l‘.‘-
an Anne Sexton poem (‘1 died seven times/in
) ) and also by ‘Seven of Nine’
from Star Trek Voyager

seven wavs .. ..

Seven, then, is about

crossing over from life into death, and also

from a collective ‘Borgian” consciousness into

66

a pvrimps UNeasy iililf\'i(]klil]il_\'. Like Auerbach,

Garrop uses extended pln_ving lvn'hniilurs to
produce haunting sounds. This is not novelty
for its own sake, however. Uarrup\ work,
in seven (!) umlr.‘hunL yet interlinked
sections, is .u[null;r”\ unmu.ﬂ ‘\llll,
disparate parts add up to an effective :m<|
ultimately, disarmingly affecting whole,
was unm|mw=| in memory ol her .nlu-l

The heart of this CD, in more ways than
one, is Jennifer Higdon's Piano Trio. ng(hm
(b,1962) won the Pulitzer Prize in 2010 for

Cedille

her Violin Concerto, recorded by Hilary Hahn
on DG (reviewed in February 2011). Her Trio,

dedicated to fellow composer Joan Tower,
is in two movements, In them, Higdon
explores interrel: uiunuhi]m between music
and colour. ‘Pale Yellow' is ngvnml\
melodic, | |u'n|m|1|\ would have called it
‘Bright Blue',

be iust as Slll!]l’('ll\'t' as reactions to music!

but reactions to colour can

ist this music’s

Nevertheless, few will res
serene bul not entirely \'Irginal lyricism,

Higdon and I are more in agreement over
‘Fiery Red’,

exciting work-out for all three musicians.

This is a diabolical and very

Higdon wisely introduces contrast but intensity
This Piano Trio is a ‘don't miss’.

never flags,
The next two works are I'airl}' short,
There a Moon
Tonight?’) was ‘inspired by the moonlight
reflected on the surface of Lake Coma’),

C'¢ la Luna Questa Sera? (‘ls

Don't expect Beethoven's *Moonlight” Sonata,

however. The mood is passionate and the

ace highly changeable.
Elise Scl Im rnshum-r (b.1962) demands more
cffort from the ||.-.T.vm~ r,

sL

but the u;mp(m-r 5

u'i”ingm'ss to communicate is clear. The same

is true of Moon [ig by Augusta Read Thomas
(b.1964). It requires some imaginaliun to
hear the jig clements in this work, and also
its purported jazziness. Brusque and lurching,
it is unlike the composer’s numerous and
idiomatic vocal works.

This work by Laura

Born in 1938, Joan Tower is this gruup's
:|n\'vnm- 'L'-.l\.:ln\" sounds exotic but it is
\me]\ an allusion to California, Virginia and
New York, the three states hosting the music
festivals for which this trio was commissioned,
One of Tower’s most frequently recorded
works is Perroushkares, an humagr to Stravinsk_v
(and to the beauty of Iigurr sk.\ling). It is
still surprising, though, to hear a suggestion
of the t‘nrag(-d Petrushka late in Trie Cavany.
A single 19-minute span, Trio Cavany also
suggests Stravinsky in its timbral transparency,
and in the paradoxical heat gencrated by the
rlllilling together of its icy materials, It's
rv\\'.u'ding for the attentive listener,

The Lincoln Trio, formed in 2003, has
a broad repertory but a discography focused
on Lumvmpornrv music, Its three members
have lhrnlng solo careers and l)rmg that
same indiv |{|ua]ll) to their work l(lg&.[]‘lt'l’.
This is assertive, imaginative playing, with
no technical limitations and no imbalance.
T[u" c\purl]\' communicate the .lru-l\
of styles and affects PI’l'\l.‘!'l'Ll'iI on this disc,
The booklet notes are terrific and Cedille’s
engineering is perfection itself. "Notable
Women' is a notable success.

Raymond S. Tuttle
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